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WELCOME LETTER
Dear Entering 5th Grade Students, Parents, and Guardians,
Research has shown that over the summer months, students often
regress in their academic competencies, thereby reinforcing the
importance of reading over the break. In Richland One, we consider
reading the foundation for all other learning. Therefore, our first priority
must be for all of our children to become good readers and to instill in
them a lifelong love of reading.
This year, each student will receive a recommended list of titles and a
Summer Reading Assignment. All students are expected to participate
in the summer assignment of reading at least one book. Students are to
choose a book from the Summer Reading List on the following pages.
An overview of each book is provided. The selected titles can be
checked out from your child's school or the Richland County Public
Library. They are also available for purchase at Barnes & Noble and
Amazon.
In this booklet, you will find the summer book list, summer reading
assignment, and some very helpful active reading strategies. Your child
should complete and bring the assignment by August 30, 2022.
Creating good readers requires a collaborative partnership between
families and schools. We are asking parents to become partners in this
effort by providing time for their children to read every day and to make
sure that the summer reading is completed.
Have a nice summer, and we look forward to seeing you in the fall.
If you have any additional questions, please contact your child's school.

SUMMER READING LIST
!

Read one title from below. For an additional challenge,
choose additional titles to read.
Save me a Seat
A new friend could be sitting right next to you. Joe and Ravi might be from very
different places, but they're both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL. Joe and Ravi
don't think they have anything in common -- but soon enough they have a
common enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and a common mission: to take
control of their lives over the course of a single crazy week.

Esperanza Rising
Esperanza thought she'd always live a privileged life on her family's ranch in Mexico.
But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California and settle in
a Mexican farm labor camp. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard work, financial
struggles brought on by the Great Depression, but when Mama gets sick and a
strike for better working conditions threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza
must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances-because Mama's life, and
her own, depend on it.
The Boy on the Porch
When a young couple finds a boy asleep on their porch, their lives take a
surprising turn. Unable to speak, the boy, Jacob, can't explain his history. All
John and Marta know is that they have been chosen to care for him. As their
connection and friendship with Jacob grow, they embrace his exuberant spirit
and talents. The three of them blossom into an unlikely family and begin to see
the world in brand-new ways.

The Crossover

(This book is part of a series.)

The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz
tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and
his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than
basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in
verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood
from Kwame Alexander.

Smile

(This book is part of a series.)

Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she
trips and falls, severely injuring her two front teeth. What follows is a long and
frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, embarrassing
headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached.

ACTIVE READING STRATEGIES
PREDICT
Try to figure out what information will come next and how the
selection/chapter may end.

VISUALIZE
Imagine the images you see as the author describes them.
Use the details from the text to create a visual image.

CLARIFY
Summarize/explain what you have read.

QUESTION
Ask questions about the text.

CONNECT
Connect personally with what you are reading. Think of
similarities between the descriptions in the text selection and
what you have personally experienced, seen, heard, or
previously read.

EVALUATE
Form opinions about what you've read.

