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Students Get Into Recycling IMPACT Students attend 

“Freedom Train” 

 

            OLC         

 

Olympia’s Science Department hosted Mrs. Janice Allen, an Envi-
ronmental Educator from Take Action SC Thursday, February 8th.  
Middle and High School students were engaged in a lesson that fo-
cused on the following:  

An overview of recycling in South Carolina 

Food waste reduction through composting  
Investigating what we throw away 
Thinking about how we can save renewable and non-renewable 

resources 
Relevant environmental issues 
Solid waste reduction, recycling, and reuse 

All students participated in a pre- and post-test evaluation of their 
environmental knowledge.  During the lesson, each student had the 
opportunity to organize a bag of garbage (clean garbage) into vari-
ous categories.  Finally, students were entered into a drawing and 
winners received recycled newspaper pencils! 
 
Mrs. Allen thoroughly enjoyed presenting this vital information to 
our students.  She was particularly complimentary of how well the 
High School and 8th Grade students performed.   
 
Stay tuned for an update from the Science Department’s next set of 
educators scheduled for February 21st! 
 
Thank you for allowing your students to participate, and to Mrs. 
Jacobs for organizing this event. 
 
Leach 

Recently students in the IMPACT  
Afterschool Program attended the 
Classic Production play, 
”Freedom Train”.   The play told 
the story of Harriet Tubman and 
her courageous exploits to liberate 
slaves in the South.  Students 
learned that through the under-
ground railroad which were safe 
houses for slaves to pass through, 
Harriet Tubman freed over 300 
slaves.  Students thoroughly en-
joyed the play and commended 
the actors and actresses for mak-
ing the story come alive. 



P A G E  2  T H E  O L Y M P I A N  

Speakers from the Medical 
University of South Carolina 

Speak to OLC Students 

On Wednesday, 
February 21, 
2018, Olympia’s 
Science Depart-
ment hosted two 
master’s level 
students that 
attend the Uni-
versity of South 
Carolina Medi-
cal School. Ms. Sarah Nimrichter and Mr. Christo-
pher Spencer spoke on the career field of Genetic 
Counseling.  High School students were engaged 
in a presentation that focused on the following: 

What is Genetic Counseling? 
How can I become a Genetic Counselor? 
Where do genetic Counselors work? 
Case studies in Genetic Counselling 
 

As Mr. Spenser and Ms. Nimrichter were speak-
ing, the students were able to make connections to 
DNA and Genetics concepts learned in class.  
 
Ms. Nimrichter and Mr. Spencer thoroughly en-
joyed presenting this vital information to our stu-
dents.  They were particularly complimentary of 
the questions that the students asked throughout 
their presentation.  
 
Stay tuned for an update from the Science Depart-
ment’s next set of educators scheduled for March 
and April 2018. 
 
Thank you for allowing your students to partici-
pate, and to Mrs. Jacobs for organizing this event. 
 
 
-Mrs. Leach 

PARENTS 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE 
UPCOMING PARENT SESSIONS! 

March 27th 

April 10th and April 24! 

Mat 8th and May 22nd 

STUDENTS CELEBERATE AFRICAN-
AMERICAN HISTORY 

 
Students at Olympia Learning Center were 
enlighten by staff during African Ourstory 
Month with a Kwanzaa Ceremony to begin 
the Festivities.  Staff also created a tour of 
African and African American story telling of 
our past in the hallways of Olympia Learning 
Center.  To end the Month, Staff Had a 
“Brothers and Sisters Can We Talk” Session 
for students to engage with each other and 
staff about community, education and family 
involvement.. 



 

Taylored Realty Team Career Presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Yolanda and Terry Taylor of Taylored Realty Team 
came to Olympia Learning Center and shared their 
professional journey to success with our high school 
students.  Dr. Hancock, Dr. Bridges, Mrs. Leach and 
Mrs. Jacobs brought their classes together to allow stu-
dents to explore the career of a realtor and a broker.   

The Taylors shared their journey, the importance of a 
high school education, the skills and training they 
needed to pursue such a career.  They engaged the stu-
dents by asking various questions that revealed the im-
portance of education to their everyday career respon-
sibilities.  Students calculated commission received 
when completing a sale, and came to understand that 
the need to monitor commission earned and prepare 
contractual agreements, makes math and ELA an es-
sential part of being an entrepreneur.    The Taylors 
also reflected on the importance of displaying a posi-
tive attitude and its direct effect on the success of any 
career. 

TESTING SCHEDULE 

BENCHMARKS 

ELA part 1:  March –9 

Ela par 2:  March 12-16 

Math: March 19-23 

SCI/SS: April 9-13 

EOCEP Courses 

March 20-28 

April 23-May 1 

 

Flexible Learning and Student Support Ser-
vices 

By Gregory T. Pickett, MPA, M.Ed.  
 

Flexible learning is the practice in education that 
involves increasing flexibility in the require-
ments, time and location of study, teaching and 
assessment for students.  The ATP Program at 
Olympia Learning Center was established as a 
flexible learning environment to provide an ad-
ditional pathway for student support and aca-
demic achievement.  The goals of ATP are to:  

 Improve Academic Achievement 

 Increase High School Graduation Rate 

 Expose Students to Future Educational, Ca-
reer and Technical Opportunities 

 Provide a Safe, Inclusive and Accepting En-
vironment 

 Create a  “Family” Environment of Student 
Support in all Programs 
Ensure Community and Family Involvement 
Although students in flexible learning programs 
may not come to school during the traditional 
day, they still receive the support of all of the 
academic and student support services personnel 
at Olympia Learning Center.  Student support 
services professionals provide direct services for 
all students, especially those who are experienc-
ing problems that negatively affect academic 
achievement. At Olympia, our Student Support 
Services staff includes, but is not limited to 
Guidance Counselors, a Social Worker, a Career 
Counselor, a School Psychologist, a Librarian as 
well as Math and Reading Interventionists.  We 
also partner with outside agencies such as 
LRADAC and Columbia Mental Health to ar-
range the appropriate services for students.   

If you have any questions or concerns, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at 803-400-1650 dur-
ing normal school hours and 803-400-1680 from 
3:30-7:30pm Monday-Thursday.  I can also be 
reached via email at grego-
ry.pickett@richlandone.org. 

 



"The Olympia Learning Center will provide opportunities for students 

to reach their maximum potential through diverse and innovative 

academic, career, support, and life skills programs in an alternative 

setting using non-traditional and challenging approaches that foster 

collaboration among staff, post secondary institutions, and community 

agencies. " 

621 Bluff Rd. 
Columbia, SC 29201 

From The Principal ’s Desk  
M r .  N a t h a n  W h i t e  

Phone: 803.400-1650 
 

Excellence by Design 

OLYMPIA LEARNING CENTER 
 

You can find us on the 

web at 

Olympia.richlandone.org 

T H E  O L Y M P I A N  

    We are fast approaching 
the test-taking season. Our 
students will be engaging in 
a series of  tests coming in 
April through the end of the 
year, therefore it is 
imperative that we stay 
focused on our academic 
goals. Students should do 
their best continue to move 
toward academic success by 
completing all assignments 

and passing all assessments.   
In this issue, you will find 
some test taking strategies 
that will help students 
prepare for the  upcoming 
assessments. Along with 
these strategies it is 
important that parents 
support their student in 
preparing for test day by 
making certain that the 
student gets a good night’s 
rest the day before the test; 
turn off all electronic devices 
at least thirty minutes before 
the student goes to be; make 
certain that the student 
arrives on time to school if 
he/she is a car rider; and see 
to it that the student eats a 

good breakfast before taking 
the test.   

Our teachers will be working 
hard to get the students 
prepared academically and 
we are certain with the 
support of the parents and 
the expertise of the teacher, 
our students will experience 
academic gains in their 
courses.   

  I am excited about the 
future for our students.  
Together we can make it 
happen.   

Nathan White, Principal 

Dr. Craig Witherspoon, 
Superintendent 


