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WELCOME LETTER
Dear Entering 5th Grade Students, Parents, and Guardians,
Research has shown that over the summer months, students often
regress in their academic competencies, thereby reinforcing the
importance of reading over the break. In Richland One, we consider
reading the foundation for all other learning. Therefore, our first
priority must be for all of our children to become good readers and to
instill in them a lifelong love of reading.
This year, each student will receive a recommended list of titles and a
Summer Reading Assignment. All students are expected to
participate in the summer assignment of reading at least one book.
Students are to choose a book from the Summer Reading List on the
following pages. An overview of each book is provided.The selected
titles can be checked out from your child's school or the Richland
County Public Library. They are also available for purchase at Barnes &
Noble and Amazon.

In this booklet, you will find the summer book list, summer reading
assignment, and some very helpful active reading strategies. Your
child should complete and bring the assignment by August 30, 2022.
Creating good readers requires a collaborative partnership between
families and schools. We are asking parents to become partners in
this effort by providing time for their children to read every day and to
make sure that the summer reading is completed.
Have a nice summer, and we look forward to seeing you in the fall.
If you have any additional questions, please contact your child's
school.

AAP SUMMER READING LIST

!

Read one title from below. For an additional challenge, choose
additional titles to read.

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon
In the valley of Fruitless mountain, a young girl named Minli lives in a
ramshackle hut with her parents. In the evenings, her father regales her with
old folktales of the Jade Dragon and the Old Man on the Moon, who knows the
answers to all of life's questions. Inspired by these stories, Minli sets off on an
extraordinary journey to find the Old Man on the Moon to ask him how she can
change her family's fortune. She encounters an assorted cast of characters
and magical creatures along the way, including a dragon who accompanies
her on her quest for the ultimate answer.
The Mighty Miss Malone
One Remarkable Family Is on the Journey of Their Lives! From Newbery
Award-winning author Christopher Paul Curtis comes a heart-wrenching and
suspenseful novel about an unforgettable struggle to survive the Great
Depression. Twelve-year-old Deza Malone has a close and loving family, and
she's the smartest girl in her class in Gary, Indiana. But times are tough, and it's
hard for black men like Deza's father to find work. Desperate to help his family,
Deza's father leaves town to look for work, and soon Deza, her mom, and her
older brother, Jimmie, are setting off in search of him. Along the way, they
experience many Depression-era hardships, including living in a shantytown
outside Flint, Michigan, and riding the rails, all the while never giving up the
hope of being together again.
The Unwanteds

(This book is part of a series.)

When Alex finds out he is Unwanted, he expects to die. That is the way of the
people of Quill. Each year, all the thirteen-year-olds are labeled as Wanted,
Necessary, or Unwanted. Wanteds get more schooling and train to join the
Quillitary. Necessaries keep the farms running. Unwanteds are set for elimination.
It’s hard for Alex to leave behind his twin, Aaron, a Wanted, but he makes peace
with his fate—until he discovers that instead of a “death farm,” what awaits him is a
magical place called Artimé. There, Alex and his fellow Unwanteds are encouraged
to cultivate their creative abilities and use them magically. Everything Alex has ever
known changes before his eyes, and it’s a wondrous transformation.
But it’s a rare, unique occurrence for twins to be divided between Wanted and
Unwanted, and as Alex and Aaron's bond stretches across their separation, a threat
arises for the survival of Artim that will pit brother against brother in an ultimate
magical battle.

Choose four activities to complete after reading a self - selected book. Two of the four
activities should come from the Evaluation and Synthesis column.

AAP SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

ACTIVE READING STRATEGIES
PREDICT
Try to figure out what information will come next and how the
selection/chapter may end.

VISUALIZE
Imagine the images you see as the author describes them.
Use the details from the text to create a visual image.

CLARIFY
Summarize/explain what you have read.

QUESTION
Ask questions about the text.

CONNECT
Connect personally with what you are reading. Think of
similarities between the descriptions in the text selection and
what you have personally experienced, seen, heard, or
previously read.

EVALUATE
Form opinions about what you've read.

