FRESHMAN BRIEFING
Dreher Counseling Department

WELCOME, 9TH GRADERS!
We are excited that you are here! We hope that this
presentation will help to orient you to high school and
give you some background to make your ninth-grade year
at Dreher successful!

MEET YOUR COUNSELOR
• Your ninth-grade counselor is here to help you navigate your first year at Dreher. Your
counselor can answer questions about course schedules, graduation requirements,
college/career planning, and personal/social concerns. Do not hesitate to reach out if you
need help!
• Ms. LaToya Reese is Dreher's ninth-grade counselor. Her office is in Room 305, and she
can be reached at latoya.reese@richlandone.org or (803) 253-7033.
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START STRONG!
•

It is important to have a strong start to your high school years.

•

Each course you take and each grade you earn becomes part of a
high-school transcript.

•

Your transcript is a permanent document that follows you
throughout high school. When you are a senior, colleges will ask
to see a copy of your transcript that includes all your grades,
including ninth grade.

•

Work hard all year and ask for help when needed so that your
transcript is strong!
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
• State diploma requirements:

• Computer Science – 1 unit

• English – 4 units

• World Language or Career/Tech - 1 unit

• Mathematics - 4 units

• Electives – 7 units (must include 0.5 unit
Personal Health)

• Science – 3 units
• US History – 1 unit
• US Government - 0.5 unit
• Economics – 0.5 unit
• Other Social Studies – 1 unit
• PE or JROTC – 1 unit

• TOTAL – 24 UNITS

YOUR GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) IS IMPORTANT!
• In high school, each grade you make becomes part of your GPA.
• The state of SC uses a Uniform Grading Scale in order to calculate GPAs.
• In the GPA, you can earn extra credit (or weighting) for taking advanced classes, like
Honors or AP.
• To calculate your GPA, you use the GPA chart to find the corresponding number of GPA
points for each final average you make in a class; then calculate the average of all the
corresponding GPA points.

SOUTH CAROLINA
UNIFORM GRADING SCALE
• Determines how GPA’s are calculated for all public
schools in South Carolina

PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS

• TO BE PROMOTED TO SOPHOMORE STATUS FOR NEXT YEAR, A STUDENT
MUST HAVE:
• 6 total credits, including:
• 1 English credit
• 1 math credit
• 4 additional credits

DREHER SCHEDULES
• Dreher utilizes what is called an A-Day/B-Day schedule.
• Each school day has four class blocks that last approximately 95 minutes each.
• The first day of school is an A-Day. You will have an A-Day set of four classes.
• The second day of school is a B-Day. You will have a set of different classes that are your
B-Day classes.

• The days rotate back and forth all year long. If one day is an A-Day, the next day of
school will be a B-Day, no matter what day of the week it is.

HOW TO READ YOUR SCHEDULE

The first column tells which period and which day you have each class. Note that
classes are designated as A-Day classes or B-Day classes. Also note the following:
1P-2P = 1st Block 3P-4P = 2nd Block 5P-6P = 3rd Block. 7P-8P = 4th Block

HOW TO READ YOUR SCHEDULE

The second column notes whether the class is yearlong or just for a semester. In
this example, all classes are yearlong. If you have a semester course, this column
will show S1 for 1st semester and S2 for 2nd semester.

HOW TO READ YOUR SCHEDULE

These columns show your course
name, teacher name, and room
number for each class.

GET INVOLVED!
• In ninth grade, you should start to become involved in extracurricular activities, including
clubs, fine arts programs, sports, and service organizations that interest you.

• When you become a senior, colleges will ask about your extracurricular involvement, so
it is important to begin early.
• In addition, activities are a way to make friends, learn about high school, and have fun!

ASK FOR HELP!
• Your counselor and teachers are always willing to help you make the most of your high
school experience. Do not hesitate to reach out if you have questions or if you are
struggling with coursework.
• We also have a full-time tutor, Ms. Maureen McConaghy Thunell. She is available to help
students in Room 124 before school, after school, and during lunch.
• All of us at Dreher want to help you succeed!

