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**If you are new to the district (or otherwise did not receive this at Hand Middle School), please 

email me at English.gallery@richlandone.org to introduce yourself and confirm receipt of this 

assignment. You may also email me with any questions. ** 

Welcome to AP Human Geography! I am glad that you have decided to take on this challenging but 

engaging course. This course is taught at the college level and the pace, rigor, expectations, and maturity 

required reflect that. It is reading, writing, and critical thinking intensive and you must be prepared to 

work hard, both in and out of class.  

Please note that human geography is not a typical geography class in that it does not focus on “place-

name” geography & simply “knowing where things are” (although that is a crucial component of our 

course). Instead, we will focus on the interactions between humans and the space they inhabit. The motto 

for AP Human Geography is “The Why of the Where” – we seek to understand spatial relationships and 

spatial interactions 

You have a summer assignment for two reasons. First, it includes tasks that will help you prepare not only 

for the first few weeks of our class but also for the course as a whole. Second, it will allow your teacher to 

assess your dedication to the coursework, your writing ability, and your critical thinking skills. Successful 

completion of this work will ensure that you have a better understanding of what you’re getting into with 

the course and that you are more prepared for the information we will cover.  

Part I: Reading Assignment 

Obtain a copy of Why Geography Matters More than Ever by Harm De Blij  

 

(This is available new and used through Amazon and Barnes and Noble as well as on several e-Reader platforms.)  

 

Complete the following: 

 Read chapter 1 as assigned and chapter 2 (all)  

 Make concise, well-written, hand-written notes on what you read. Please have a section of notes 

organized by chapter. The notes can be in any format you choose 

 Your assignment (notes and paper) is expected to be handed in the first day of school. The 

requirements for the written paper are below 

Part II: Written Assignment  

The Why Geography Matters reading assignment for unit one will cover chapters 1 and 2 in the 

WGM book. Please type your paper using 12 point Times New Roman font, double spaced, with 

standard margins. The instructions for each chapter follow. 
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over 

 

Chapter 1 

 

Chapter 1 attempts to explain what geography is. You will only read a short portion of this chapter 

from pages 6-9 (the section titled “What is Geography”). The field of geography is concerned with 

synthesizing data gathered from other fields to produce a coherent picture of the world. In the 

chapter, author Harm de Blij explains four traditions (or approaches) of geography. Each of these 

traditions requires synthesizing information from science, history, cultural studies, demography, 

sociology and other fields in order to produce a "picture" of some part of the world.  

 

In the first paragraph of your reading response, please define what geography is based on what 

you take away from the reading. Don’t just regurgitate one statement. Read what he writes 

about geography and make it your own.  

 

In the second paragraph of your reading response, identify and analyze the four traditions of 

geography. The author discusses these traditions as a way of explaining how geography has evolved 

yet maintains some common themes. You must not only identify each of the four traditions but 

also attempt to make sense of what each one means.  

 

Chapter 2 

Geographers think spatially. The major tool used in thinking spatially is a map. Chapter 2 of Why 

Geography Matters Even More introduces you to the fundamentals of the geographer’s craft. There is 

particular emphasis on the primary tool of the geographer – the map. As you will see, maps are 

human creations and aren’t perfect reproductions of what is really there. Maps are drawn for a 

purpose, and that purpose emphasizes certain things above others. Maps can "lie" as the chapter 

notes. They can also be a form of aggression or propaganda.  

Chapter 2 component:  

For each of the terms listed below, write a few sentences (a brief paragraph) about how each is 

relevant to cartography, history/geography in general, and our course. Please focus on 

relevancy. It is not enough to simply define. WHY do these things matter to us as geographers 

and/or what can we learn from them? 

Cartography 

Map projections (general) 

The Mercator Projection  

Map Scale  

Latitude, Longitude, and Absolute Location  

Dr. John Snow's cholera map (focus here on why this map was groundbreaking, not just what it did)  

Maps with bad intentions - cartographic aggression (bias or propaganda)  

GIS capability & geotechnology 

Toponyms (What’s in a name?) 

Mental Mapping 
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Part III: Mapping Assignment  

The following maps are featured in the College Board APHG Course Description and are considered the 

regional maps you should be comfortable using: 

World Regions Maps 

AP Human Geography: World Regions — A Big Picture View 

 

 

AP Human Geography: World Regions — A Closer Look 

 

You will need to come into class with a basic understanding of the physical and political geography of the 

world – including the continents, oceans, world regions, and basic reference points on the globe. You are 

being asked to exhibit the ability to identify the locations of a series of Earth’s psychical and political 

features. Over the summer you are asked to identify, review, study, and memorize the locations of these 
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physical and political arrangements. You will have your first of many map tests during the first week of 

school. The rest will happen throughout the year 

Features you will be tested on the first week:  

1. Regions as listed on the maps above (including but not limited to): Caribbean, Central America, 

South America (all three make up Latin America), Central Asia, East Asia, Eastern Europe, 

Southwest Asia (what Americans often call “the Middle East”), North Africa, North America, 

Australia/Oceania, South Asia, Southeast Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, Western Europe, Russia (a 

country so huge it’s a region unto itself) 

2. Lines of Latitude and Longitude & other points of reference: North Pole, South Pole, Arctic 

Circle, Antarctic Circle, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Equator, Prime Meridian 

(Greenwich Mean Time/0°), International Date Line (180°) 

3. Major Bodies of Water: Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Southern Ocean, Indian 

Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, South China Sea, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, Bering Strait, 

Persian (Arabian) Gulf, Red Sea, Strait of Hormuz, Strait of Gibraltar  

4. Please also be prepared with information about the cultural regions listed above. This information 

might include, but would not be limited to 

a. Common languages 

b. Common religions 

c. Common ethnicities 

d. Levels of development (Very high, high, medium, low)  

PLEASE NOTE YOU ARE NOT BEING TESTED ON INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES AT THIS 

TIME. 

Online maps & quizzes: 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/World_Continents.htm 

http://lizardpoint.com/geography/index.php 

http://geoalliance.asu.edu/maps 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/composite/HDI (For information on levels of human development)  
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