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School Lunch Hero Day
We celebrate the 7th annual School
Lunch Hero Day on May 3rd!
School Lunch Hero Day is a chance
to showcase the difference school
nutrition professionals make for every
c h i l d w h o c o me s t h r o u gh t h e
cafeteria.

Bear Tracks

4H Nature Nurturers Club
Thank you 4H Club! The Nature Nurturers Club offered to “adopt” the garden
area by our greenhouse. It was in need of new planting and they accepted
the challenge! Special thanks to Mrs. Felder for her tremendous effort and
planning to make it happen. Thanks also to our staff volunteers, Mrs. Clawson,
Mrs. Godfrey and Mrs. Moore! The 4H students weeded, planted, watered
and behaved like “little scientists.” They sought out the living things and were
eager to share and explore the beauty and wonder of the outdoors!

We appreciate their hard work and their
kindness toward our students. Our students sent thank you notes, colorful posters of thanks and they made a special
effort to say "thank you for taking care of
us each day" as they went through the
lunch line!
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Dates to Remember

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put
together that overwhelm the world.”
Desmond Tutu

Principal’s Message
 May 2
 LAST DAY FOR CRP!!
 Upper El strings students perform
at A.C. Flora at 6:00 p.m.

 May 3
 Lifeskill Tea for Perseverance
 May 7
 SC Ready—Writing Grade 3-5,
8:00 am

 May 8
 SC Ready—Ready Grade 3-5,
8:00 am

 May 10
 Mobile STEM Lab Visits
 May 11
 CAR WASH—OM Fundraiser @
Brockman, 9:00-11:00 am

 May 12
 Mother’s Day
 May 15
 SC Ready Math, 8:00 am
 May 16
 SC PASS
 Science, Grade 4, 8:00 am
 Social Studies, Grade 5, 8:00 am
 May 17
 Field Day

Thank you 4H for the NEW raised planting beds in the
Peace Garden!

Rain Date: May 24

Corporate Sponsors!

 May 20—31
 Testing Make-ups
 May 23
 End of Year Picnic, 6:00 pm
 May 24
 Field Day Rain Date
 May 27
 Memorial Day—School Holiday
 May 29
 Move-up Day for 5K, & 3rd grade
 May 30
 Primary Bridging, 8:30 am
 May 31
 Lower El Bridging, 8:30 am
 Upper El Bridging, 1:00 pm

Dear Brockman Families,
Last week we participated in Earth Day, an event that was first
celebrated in 1970 and is now an annual global event that more than 1
billion people in 192 countries participate. It is the largest civic-focused
day of action in the world. It’s also an integral part of our Montessori philosophy
as we teach children that we are stewards of the Earth. Everyday our guides
emphasize the need to treat every living thing with care, but during this week
we took time to participate in this global movement to consider how we walk
gently upon the Earth, taking only what we need. It’s a great challenge in our
consumer-oriented society and takes an intentional effort to make a difference.
If you are inspired to think about your own family’s footprint, you might consider
the book, “How to Raise an Amazing Child the Montessori Way.” This book by Tim
Seldin has great, practical ideas on how you can do this in your home.
For our part, we are sending this edition of Bear Tracks electronically, without
a print copy. We LOVE sending a color, printed version with pictures of your
children in action, but this week we will save paper and ink and send it
electronically! Thank you for your continued support!
Dr. Heidi Stark

Spaghetti Supper
Fundraiser for OM
Need relief from the
kitchen? Don’t feel
like cooking tonight??
Come join us for a
Spaghetti Dinner in
the Brockman cafeteria. When???

Monday, May 6th,
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Tickets are $8.00 per person or $30.00
for the entire family. All funds raised
will benefit our Odyssey of the Mind
students who will be traveling to
Michigan later this month for the
OM World Finals. Please contact
Robyn Holt at rholt3@sc.rr.com for
information or to purchase tickets
copy and paste this link:
https://form.jotform.com/OM2019/
spaghetti-supper
Thank you for your support of our
Odyssey of the Mind team members!

Thank You PTO!
Our PTO has an Earth Day committee.
Julie Schmidt was the lead this year
and she organized a free puppet show
for our students. PalmettoPride, along
with the Columbia Marionette Theatre,
presented “Litter Trashes Everyone.” This
20-minute educational performance
featured marionettes and hand
puppets to convey the message that
every citizen has a responsibility to help
keep South Carolina beautiful.
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Bear Tracks

Primary

Lower Elementary

Upper Elementary

Contact with nature helps children
to become in contact with their
souls. This Earth Day, Primary children
were able to take the time to think
about the effects we have on the
environment. They were able to
come in contact with soil and plant
life so they could understand that
human beings must nurture nature
to save our planet. They have also
learned that natural beings are fragile and require much care and
maintenance. Nature herself is the
best teacher.

On Monday, April 22, 2019 the lower
elementary
classes
celebrated
Earth Day! This year the team went
beyond reduce, reuse, and recycle.
Students participated in nature
walks, leaf rubbings, read alouds
and sketch noting. Some students
worked in the green house.
Mrs. Wentzky’s class learned about
carbon footprints and different
ways to reduce your own carbon
footprint. Each child created a poster to share their ideas about reducing their carbon footprint and helping our planet. The posters are hung
in the lower elementary hallway for
other friends to read and to learn
from. Earth day is not just one day
for lower elementary classes. We
work daily to teach students about
how special our planet is in hopes
that students learn earth friendly
habits at a young age that will carry
on throughout their lives.

Last week, the Upper Elementary
students celebrated Earth Day with a
variety of activities. Classes cleaned
up trash around the outside of the
school, made reusable bags from old
t-shirts, and planted flowers using
biodegradable planters.
By Chloe Porter & Shayla Peterson

“It is also necessary for his psychical
life to place the soul of the child in
contact with creation, in order that
he may lay up for himself treasure
from the directly educating forces
of living nature.”
The Montessori Method.
Maria Montessori

“There is no description, no image in
any book that is capable of replacing the sight of real trees, and all the
life to be found around them, in a
real forest. Something emanates
from those trees which speaks to the
soul, something no book, no museum is capable of giving.”

The Secret of Childhood.
Maria Montessori.

The Greenhouse is
Alive!
We have a vision that our greenhouse will be a vibrant place that
children use throughout the year to
grow, maintain and harvest. It’s a
vision that we haven’t yet been
able to put into practice, but we
are working on a plan with some
very passionate teachers! Part of
our plan is to use a staff member
that we added to the staff using
Bears Aftercare profit. Mr. Troy
Jefferson is a retired policeman who
works for us part-time as a Science
Lab Assistant. Next year we are
going to use him in the greenhouse
on a consistent basis. In celebration
of Earth Day, we asked him to work
with
small
groups
of
children to plant herbs and flowers.
Special thanks to Julie Schmidt,
Karen Mekongo and Jennifer Barnes
for helping with this project!
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Summer Camps

Vollyball Camp

The Richland County Sheriff’s
Department is sponsoring Summer
Camps at the following locations
and dates for rising 3rd graders thru
riding 12th graders. Camps are
Monday thru Thursday from 7:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The fee for each
2-week camp is $50. (Cash or
money order only. No personal
checks please.) Space is limited so
enroll today!!

The 2019 A.C. Flora Volleyball Camp will be held on
Monday, June 10th thru
Thursday, June 14th from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the
A.C. Flora gym. The volleyball clinic is
open to rising 3rd thru 6th grade
students. Limited spots are available,
so get your form and payment
turned in today.

 Stars of Tomorrow Camp—for
rising 3rd-5th graders,
St. Andrews Middle School
July 8-18
E.L. Wright Middle School July
29-Aug. 8

 Character Camp—for rising
6th-7th graders,
St. Andrews Middle School
July 8-18
E.L. Wright Middle School
July 22-Aug. 1

For more information, visit
www.floraathletics.com and register
online.

Car Wash
Fundraiser for OM
Saturday, May 11th,
9:00-11:00 a.m.
at Brockman

 Fun With Florensics Camp—for
rising 5th-8th graders,
Pine Grove Elementary Sch
July 8-18
Kelly Mill Middle School
July 29-Aug. 8

Childhood to Adolescence.
Maria Montessori.

“There must be provision for the
child to have contact with nature,
to understand and appreciate the
order, the harmony and the beauty
in nature… so that the child may
better understand and participate
in the marvelous things which civilization creates”.

Bear Tracks

 Sports Camp—for rising

Photo of the Day!
“But Mr. Linnan…!”

7th-9th graders,
St. Andrews Middle School
July 8-18
Spring Valley High School
July 29-Aug. 1

Come on out and support
our Odyssey of the Mind
students as they prepare
to travel to the OM Finals

 Leadership Camp—for rising
8th-12th graders
Dent Middle School
July 8-18
For more information, Brockman
students can contact Deputy Enzor
at school

Brockman Elementary
A National Blue Ribbon School

Page 2

Bear Tracks

Primary

Lower Elementary

Upper Elementary

Contact with nature helps children
to become in contact with their
souls. This Earth Day, Primary children
were able to take the time to think
about the effects we have on the
environment. They were able to
come in contact with soil and plant
life so they could understand that
human beings must nurture nature
to save our planet. They have also
learned that natural beings are fragile and require much care and
maintenance. Nature herself is the
best teacher.

On Monday, April 22, 2019 the lower
elementary
classes
celebrated
Earth Day! This year the team went
beyond reduce, reuse, and recycle.
Students participated in nature
walks, leaf rubbings, read alouds
and sketch noting. Some students
worked in the green house.
Mrs. Wentzky’s class learned about
carbon footprints and different
ways to reduce your own carbon
footprint. Each child created a poster to share their ideas about reducing their carbon footprint and helping our planet. The posters are hung
in the lower elementary hallway for
other friends to read and to learn
from. Earth day is not just one day
for lower elementary classes. We
work daily to teach students about
how special our planet is in hopes
that students learn earth friendly
habits at a young age that will carry
on throughout their lives.

Last week, the Upper Elementary
students celebrated Earth Day with a
variety of activities. Classes cleaned
up trash around the outside of the
school, made reusable bags from old
t-shirts, and planted flowers using
biodegradable planters.
By Chloe Porter & Shayla Peterson

“It is also necessary for his psychical
life to place the soul of the child in
contact with creation, in order that
he may lay up for himself treasure
from the directly educating forces
of living nature.”
The Montessori Method.
Maria Montessori

“There is no description, no image in
any book that is capable of replacing the sight of real trees, and all the
life to be found around them, in a
real forest. Something emanates
from those trees which speaks to the
soul, something no book, no museum is capable of giving.”

The Secret of Childhood.
Maria Montessori.

The Greenhouse is
Alive!
We have a vision that our greenhouse will be a vibrant place that
children use throughout the year to
grow, maintain and harvest. It’s a
vision that we haven’t yet been
able to put into practice, but we
are working on a plan with some
very passionate teachers! Part of
our plan is to use a staff member
that we added to the staff using
Bears Aftercare profit. Mr. Troy
Jefferson is a retired policeman who
works for us part-time as a Science
Lab Assistant. Next year we are
going to use him in the greenhouse
on a consistent basis. In celebration
of Earth Day, we asked him to work
with
small
groups
of
children to plant herbs and flowers.
Special thanks to Julie Schmidt,
Karen Mekongo and Jennifer Barnes
for helping with this project!

Page 3

Summer Camps

Vollyball Camp

The Richland County Sheriff’s
Department is sponsoring Summer
Camps at the following locations
and dates for rising 3rd graders thru
riding 12th graders. Camps are
Monday thru Thursday from 7:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The fee for each
2-week camp is $50. (Cash or
money order only. No personal
checks please.) Space is limited so
enroll today!!

The 2019 A.C. Flora Volleyball Camp will be held on
Monday, June 10th thru
Thursday, June 14th from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the
A.C. Flora gym. The volleyball clinic is
open to rising 3rd thru 6th grade
students. Limited spots are available,
so get your form and payment
turned in today.

 Stars of Tomorrow Camp—for
rising 3rd-5th graders,
St. Andrews Middle School
July 8-18
E.L. Wright Middle School July
29-Aug. 8

 Character Camp—for rising
6th-7th graders,
St. Andrews Middle School
July 8-18
E.L. Wright Middle School
July 22-Aug. 1

For more information, visit
www.floraathletics.com and register
online.

Car Wash
Fundraiser for OM
Saturday, May 11th,
9:00-11:00 a.m.
at Brockman

 Fun With Florensics Camp—for
rising 5th-8th graders,
Pine Grove Elementary Sch
July 8-18
Kelly Mill Middle School
July 29-Aug. 8

Childhood to Adolescence.
Maria Montessori.

“There must be provision for the
child to have contact with nature,
to understand and appreciate the
order, the harmony and the beauty
in nature… so that the child may
better understand and participate
in the marvelous things which civilization creates”.

Bear Tracks

 Sports Camp—for rising

Photo of the Day!
“But Mr. Linnan…!”

7th-9th graders,
St. Andrews Middle School
July 8-18
Spring Valley High School
July 29-Aug. 1

Come on out and support
our Odyssey of the Mind
students as they prepare
to travel to the OM Finals

 Leadership Camp—for rising
8th-12th graders
Dent Middle School
July 8-18
For more information, Brockman
students can contact Deputy Enzor
at school

Brockman Elementary
A National Blue Ribbon School

Page 4

School Lunch Hero Day
We celebrate the 7th annual School
Lunch Hero Day on May 3rd!
School Lunch Hero Day is a chance
to showcase the difference school
nutrition professionals make for every
c h i l d w h o c o me s t h r o u gh t h e
cafeteria.

Bear Tracks

4H Nature Nurturers Club
Thank you 4H Club! The Nature Nurturers Club offered to “adopt” the garden
area by our greenhouse. It was in need of new planting and they accepted
the challenge! Special thanks to Mrs. Felder for her tremendous effort and
planning to make it happen. Thanks also to our staff volunteers, Mrs. Clawson,
Mrs. Godfrey and Mrs. Moore! The 4H students weeded, planted, watered
and behaved like “little scientists.” They sought out the living things and were
eager to share and explore the beauty and wonder of the outdoors!

We appreciate their hard work and their
kindness toward our students. Our students sent thank you notes, colorful posters of thanks and they made a special
effort to say "thank you for taking care of
us each day" as they went through the
lunch line!

May 2, 2019

Volume 19, Issue 17

Dates to Remember

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put
together that overwhelm the world.”
Desmond Tutu

Principal’s Message
 May 2
 LAST DAY FOR CRP!!
 Upper El strings students perform
at A.C. Flora at 6:00 p.m.

 May 3
 Lifeskill Tea for Perseverance
 May 7
 SC Ready—Writing Grade 3-5,
8:00 am

 May 8
 SC Ready—Ready Grade 3-5,
8:00 am

 May 10
 Mobile STEM Lab Visits
 May 11
 CAR WASH—OM Fundraiser @
Brockman, 9:00-11:00 am

 May 12
 Mother’s Day
 May 15
 SC Ready Math, 8:00 am
 May 16
 SC PASS
 Science, Grade 4, 8:00 am
 Social Studies, Grade 5, 8:00 am
 May 17
 Field Day

Thank you 4H for the NEW raised planting beds in the
Peace Garden!

Rain Date: May 24

Corporate Sponsors!

 May 20—31
 Testing Make-ups
 May 23
 End of Year Picnic, 6:00 pm
 May 24
 Field Day Rain Date
 May 27
 Memorial Day—School Holiday
 May 29
 Move-up Day for 5K, & 3rd grade
 May 30
 Primary Bridging, 8:30 am
 May 31
 Lower El Bridging, 8:30 am
 Upper El Bridging, 1:00 pm

Dear Brockman Families,
Last week we participated in Earth Day, an event that was first
celebrated in 1970 and is now an annual global event that more than 1
billion people in 192 countries participate. It is the largest civic-focused
day of action in the world. It’s also an integral part of our Montessori philosophy
as we teach children that we are stewards of the Earth. Everyday our guides
emphasize the need to treat every living thing with care, but during this week
we took time to participate in this global movement to consider how we walk
gently upon the Earth, taking only what we need. It’s a great challenge in our
consumer-oriented society and takes an intentional effort to make a difference.
If you are inspired to think about your own family’s footprint, you might consider
the book, “How to Raise an Amazing Child the Montessori Way.” This book by Tim
Seldin has great, practical ideas on how you can do this in your home.
For our part, we are sending this edition of Bear Tracks electronically, without
a print copy. We LOVE sending a color, printed version with pictures of your
children in action, but this week we will save paper and ink and send it
electronically! Thank you for your continued support!
Dr. Heidi Stark

Spaghetti Supper
Fundraiser for OM
Need relief from the
kitchen? Don’t feel
like cooking tonight??
Come join us for a
Spaghetti Dinner in
the Brockman cafeteria. When???

Monday, May 6th,
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Tickets are $8.00 per person or $30.00
for the entire family. All funds raised
will benefit our Odyssey of the Mind
students who will be traveling to
Michigan later this month for the
OM World Finals. Please contact
Robyn Holt at rholt3@sc.rr.com for
information or to purchase tickets
copy and paste this link:
https://form.jotform.com/OM2019/
spaghetti-supper
Thank you for your support of our
Odyssey of the Mind team members!

Thank You PTO!
Our PTO has an Earth Day committee.
Julie Schmidt was the lead this year
and she organized a free puppet show
for our students. PalmettoPride, along
with the Columbia Marionette Theatre,
presented “Litter Trashes Everyone.” This
20-minute educational performance
featured marionettes and hand
puppets to convey the message that
every citizen has a responsibility to help
keep South Carolina beautiful.

